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year of the Mendiburu Magic larger organizations,” said
Foundation, an occasion that board member Janelle Capra, they choose to stand still. We
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has prompted the city of Bak- who works as director of the
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“We wanted to create
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Rob Meszaros serves on the
something that would allow
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Bill Rector agrees: “The
us to help other people in my foundation fills a void and
board
mom's memory,” said Brian
Mendiburu, who lost his
mother to ovarian cancer in
June of 2000. “I just knew that
the long days of crying and
being sad should be redirected, and the energy used differently.”
He dried the tears, rolled up
his sleeves and formed the
foundation with help from
longtime mentor Larry Reider, then Kern County superintendent of schools.
Today, MMF helps the
community in three primary
ways: raising funds for ongoing cancer research; aiding
families affected by catastrophic or life-threatening
illness through its patient
assistance fund; and fostering
youth development through
scholarships.
The foundation has grown
up so much over the past
decade, a feat that is attributed to the generosity of the
community and community
leaders taking an active interest.
Among those currently
leading major functions within the organization are Reider,
who oversees the community
advisory council; Bill Rector,
retired police chief, who leads
youth development and minigrants; Kern County Superintendent of Schools Christine
Frazier, who chairs the scholarships fund; Lyle Martin,
assistant police chief, who
oversees the patient assistance funds; and Adoree
Roberson, owner of Premier
Realty and Jenny Maitia, owner of Wool Growers, who cochair the resource
development and fundraising
committee.
“I have stayed on the board
because the foundation does
so much good for our community and because those of
us that can should give back
to our community,” said Reider. “MMF gives me as much
as I give.”
At the foundation's only
annual fundraising event —
the Pyrenees Fiesta, which
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